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In the chill of late October,

As the starlight washed me sober

And my mind was stabbed by reason’s cruel claw,

And its citizens disheveled
All the city seemed bedeviled

By a foul wind blown straight from evil’s maw
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And a clock on lonesome towerSang to sleep the final hourOf a Hallows’ Eve that left me

Many Halloweens ago,
Under Luna’s pallid glow,
As the veil between the

worlds began to part,

hollow-souled

just had told:

For despoiling my humor
Was a ghastly, ghostly rumor

That a starkly staring stranger
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Several hundred joined 
to dance In a psychotropic trance 

To the rhythms of a cold 
electric heart

And a lady 
dark of style

Wore a strange and 
secret smile

As she placed 
a pale confection

to her tongue
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And this lozenge 
gave her visions
And ophthalmic 

imprecisions

As the fabric of her 
psyche came unstrung

’Til, mistaking man for
demon, She did flee the

ballroom, screaming With a
din to rival all the 

shrieks of Hell,
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And an imp 
who danced with fire

Was too occupied to spy her,
And the flame of Death 

embraced The Burning Belle!

Now it’s said that every year 
Her grim specter will appear,
Every time in different mask 

and ghoulish guise

With the stranger’s words resoundingAnd inside my temples pounding,I sought warmth among the children of the night,

And with 
roaring conflagration

She does take retaliation On the
masqueraders that she does

despise!
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Any one of whose disguises
Could conceal the one who rises
Every Hallows’ Eve to set the sky alight

For a mask of wraith or creatureDoes obscure every feature,Making countenance impossible to see

Thus, no reveler suspectedThat the lady resurrectedTo incinerate this gathering…

…was me!
End
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